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On Roman Traces Along the Milky Way 

Seminar 24th May – 28th May 2017 

 
Arrival and teambuilding day 

Arrival and get-to-know-day! Wednesday was the beginning of an eventful 

seminar, where we met new people, followed Roman traces and experienced the 

agricultural sector in the Eifel 

region. Details will follow later 

on. Firstly, our participants 
were welcomed by. Afterwards, 

we drove all together to Prüm, 

a very beautiful place in 

Rhineland-Palatinate. Our 

accommodation for the next 

few days was a tipi campsite, 
which was perfect for bonfire 

nights among friends, 

workshops and collective 

dinner. Once we moved into 

our tipis, the bonding time 

started. Some people had long 
and deep conversations, while others prepared dinner or relaxed after the 

journey to Prüm. Especially our teambuilding games in the evening were perfect 

get to know each other quickly.  

 
Anreise und Kennenlernabend 

Mittwoch, der 24.05, war der Beginn eines ereignisreichen Seminars, bei dem es darum 
ging den Agrarsektor in den bereisten Regionen zu erkunden, auf den Spuren der Römer 

zu wandern und ganz nebenbei IAAS Kontakte in alle Welt zu vertiefen. Aber hierzu 

später mehr…. Zuerst einmal wurden unsere Seminarteilnehmer im Laufe des Tages in 

Empfang genommen, bevor es dann mit einigen Autos nach Prüm, einem idyllischen Dorf 
in Rheinland-Pfalz, ging. Unsere Unterkunft stellte ein Tipidorf dar, also der perfekte Ort 

für Lagerfeuer unter Freunden, Workshops und gemeinsame Abendessen! Nachdem die 

Häuschen verteilt und alle eingezogen waren, ging es auch bald schon los. Die Ersten 

versanken direkt in Gesprächen, während andere das Abendessen zubereiteten oder sich 

ein wenig von der Anreise erholten. Vor allem die Teamspiele danach durften nicht fehlen 
– sie sind die beste Möglichkeit, einander näher kennenzulernen. 

 

Dairy farming on a small scale 

On Thursday morning, we brought off our self-organized workshop about dairy 

farming.  

http://www.iaasworld.org/
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We invited a counsellor for dairy farms in 

the area as an expert. The main topics 

were animal welfare and food safety- 
two of the most discussed topics in the 

dairy industry at the moment. The 

participants were highly motivated to 

improve 

their 

skills concerning these two topics. After this 
productive forenoon, we walked to a nearby dairy 

farm in the 

afternoon. 

There we 

got a tour 

around the 
farm by one of their owners, who is also 

studying in Bonn. He showed and 

explained every aspect of his farm and 

we were able to discover a lot of things 

which we had discussed earlier that day. 

For instance, we got to know the farmers 

new and very animal friendly calf barn or 
the modern cooling system in the main stable. In the evening, everyone was 

busy preparing for our trade fair, where every participant prepares some food 

and drinks being typical for his or her country. 

 

Dairy farming on a large scale 

Friday morning we drove through 
the beautiful landscape of Eifel 

region and along the river Mosel 

to visit the dairy factory 

Hochwald. We were warmly 

welcomed by one of their 

managers who gave us an 
interesting presentation about 

where this dairy factory came 

from and where it is headed to in 

future. While we listened, we 

were able to try a part of 

Hochwald’s range of products. 

Afterwards it got even more 
Passionated young farmers enriched our 
seminar. 

Motivated participants realize a 

successful workshop. 

http://www.iaasworld.org/
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interesting as we entered their production site and saw the giant tank and tubes 

system and the impressingly fast filling system. After visiting this factory, we 

arrived at 

another dairy 

farm, which has 

its own little 
dairy factory. 

One third of their 

milk produced by 

about 120 dairy 

cows is sold 

directly to stores 
and super-

markets. It was 

very interesting 

to learn about 

the challenges 

they took in 
order to make 

this happen. 

Later this day, 

we drove to one 

of Eifel’s famous lakes, a Maar, which accrued on the top of old volcanoes. There, 

we enjoyed the sun as well as the cold water of the lake while reflecting about 

the impressions of the day. During the last two days the participants got to now 
a representative amount of dairy farms as well as large dairy companies and now 

are able to form their own opinion about their strategies who lead to success in 

dairy farming and industry.  

 

Cultural explorations 

On another sunny day, we went 
on a trip to Bitburg for a brewery 

inspection. What is this place 

famous for? Right, for one of the 

most popular German beer: 

Bitburger. At the arrival, we 

were welcomed by a guide in a 

very modern building. The 
guided tour through the museum 

was clearly illustrated and well 

understandable by its visual and 

aurally presentation of history, 

ingredients and processes. We 

got insights into who to grow 
hop plants up to the 

manufacturing of the final 

product beer. Subsequently, we were invited to taste some beer in the Bitburger 

Premium Lounge.  

Bitburger - a typical German beer. 

A "Maar" - a silent volcano, typical for Eifel region. 

http://www.iaasworld.org/
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To continue the cultural programme, we went to Trier, the oldest city north of 

the Alps. The crowded but nice city has numerous old roman monuments such as 

the amphitheatre, thermal bath, basilica or Porta Nigra. At first we visited Porta 

Nigra. The impressive monument has three floors, where old statues and scripts 

are shown. Inside this building we learned a lot about the history and municipal 

structure of Trier. Additionally, we organised a city tour and visited the 
Liebfrauen-church and basilica. 

After all these cultural impressions the participants were happy to top the 

seminar off with bonfire and BBQ. 

 
Kultur pur 

An einem weiteren sonnigen Tag ging es auf die Reise nach Bitburg zur 
Brauereibesichtigung. Wofür ist der Ort natürlich bekannt? Richtig, für eines der 

bekanntesten Biere Deutschlands.  

Bei der Ankunft wurden wir von einer Fremdenführerin in einem sehr modernen Gebäude 

empfangen. Die Führung durch das Museum war anschaulich gestaltet und durch die 
visuelle und auditive Darstellung von Geschichte, Zutaten und Prozessen gut 

verständlich. Jeder einzelne Rohstoff (Wasser, Gerstenmalz, Hopfen, Hefe) und 

Produktionsprozess hatte seinen eigenen Bereich. Dort wurde jeweils explizit auf 

Herstellung, Anbau und Herkunft eingegangen. Anschließend wurden wir in der Bitburger 
Premium Lounge mit einigen Produkten verköstigt.  

Danach ging es weiter nach Trier, in die älteste Stadt nördlich der Alpen. Diese schöne 

Stadt bietet zahlreiche alte römische Baudenkmäler, wie Amphitheater, Thermen, 

Basilika oder die Porta Nigra. Letztere besuchten wir zuerst. Das sehr imposante 
Denkmal umfasst drei Stockwerke, wo viele alte Statuen und Schriften gezeigt werden. 

Außerdem wurden wir informiert über die Geschichte und den Stadtaufbau Triers. 

Anschließend führten wir eine eigens organisierte Stadtführung durch und besuchten 

dabei die Liebfrauenkirche und die Basilika. 

http://www.iaasworld.org/
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Nach diesem abwechslungsreichen Tag blickten wir am letzten Seminarabend noch 

einmal zufrieden auf die letzten lehr- und austauschreichen Tage zurück. 

 

 
Feedback and depature 

Time runs by so fast and so it did this week. After having breakfast all together 

and reviewing our seminar, it was time to say goodbye. The trip back home was 

full of good memories 

and exchange about 

new gained 

experiences. 
At this point, we would 

like to say thank you to 

our sponsors and 

participants, who made 

this great event 

happen. 
 

Feedback und 

Abreise 
Die Zeit verging wie im 

Flug. Nach einem letzten 
gemeinsamen Frühstück, 

war es an der Zeit 

Abschied zu nehmen. Auf 

der Heimreise waren die Köpfe voll mit neuen Erkenntnissen, Erlebnissen und vor allem 

vielen schönen Erinnerungen. 
Wir möchten uns nochmal ganz herzlich bei unseren Sponsoren und unseren Teilnehmern 

bedanken, die zum erfolgreichen Durchführen dieses Seminars beigetragen haben. 

 

IAAS on Roman Traces - Porta Nigra. 

http://www.iaasworld.org/
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